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good-nature. Turnintr the procession from the tnain
streets into narrow fiulungs* they rode into it front
behind with motor-cycles. Leaders who had been
picked out by plain-clothes men were sei/ed and led
down alleys, \\here they were unmercifulh beaten as a
prelude to arrest. And all the time Japanese* officials
from an Hmhassy car looked on.
There are many people who believe that all demon-
strations are futile, a waste of time and energy that
only exasperates authorities and achieves nothing.
But in China, \\here there is not even the pretence of
freedom of speech or assembly, where a vigilant
government is only too ready to detect am umsary
statement either critical of itself or calculated to
cause annoyance to the good neighbour, Japan, these
student demonstrations in the past have been the* only
open expression of other than ofiicial opinion. Some
purists would quibble at the assertion that the May
Fourth movement in i<)U) ''overthrew the Anfu
Government"; or that the Student Movement in
December 1935 ''frustrated the plans of Japan for
an autonomous North China." But there can be no
doubt that these movements were the first open ex-
pression of popular dissatisfaction, ami made possible
in the event what without them might never have
been achieved. In China, the students have to he
taken seriously, for they are the only articulate* un-
armed opposition in the country,
The demonstration of December iilh in Peking
was a success, though not altogether in the way that
might have been expected. It was a mass protest
u#ainst the invasion of Japanese-paid Mongols into
Suiyuan; against the armed occupation of Tsinmao
by Japanese marines; against the arrant of certain